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The month of larch brought with it the return of extended mounted
thrusts and strategio noves, the type of warfare for which the Sjuadron was
designed, sjuipped, and trained. The month gbirted with a dismounted river
crossing, followed by & five day dash to the aAhr River, reminiscent of the
move uoross Belgium last Septembor, Nid-month the sjusdroa marchsd some
430 miles in two days, moving to the Seventh Army in Alsac3. The closing
days of March fouad the sjuadron marosely puarding the Qerman-French border
in Alsace, casting envious glances up north at the “Third aad ?irst armies
dashing into the huart of Germany., As though in answer to the wmanimous
wishes of all members of the sjuadron, movement orders wers recsived on the
29th of March and in the closing hours of the Month the sjusdron was poised .
50 miles east of the Rhine awaiting orders to penetrate desper into the heart
of Germany.

Yarch 1; The ajuadron was in scattered positions on the left flank of
the Roer River oppoaite Urft lake dams. Squadrom headguarters, Troops C, E,
and ¥, were in the vioinity of £icheracheld, Troop A was to the east in Ded-
enborn, Trocp B waa up in the woods about two miles east of Schmidt, where
they had marched the night befure #ith a view of taking over positions from
eloments of the 78th Division, relieving ther for movement across the Roer
River at Heinmback. leanwhile plans were afoot for the sjuadron to effect a
crossing of their om around Dam # at Ruhrdberg, so all troops were held in
readiness awaiting developments. At 2000A and 2115A Troop E fired diversiom-
ary missions. Otherwise all was juiet. .

¥arch 2; The sjuadron reosived the misasion of orossing the Roer River
Lo the Kermeter Peninsuls with the purpose of reconnoitering and clearing the
East~-fest road from 046240 to 074251. As the enemy situation was unknovn in
this area, it was deemed advisable to approach the peninsula fram the flank
ag woll as frontally, Troop A moved to Ruhrberg, dismounted and orossed the
Roer to the Kermeter Peninsula, using the 102nd Cawvalry Squadron's foot briige
at Dam #. They proceeded up the precipitous banks of the hill without enemy
opposition and assembled on high ground at the northwest seotion of the
peninsula, ‘

\ ; .
Troop B moved dismounted from their location east of Schmidt to tha river
and orossed at a point due south of Sohmidt, The crossing was effacted by
wading, the water depth being 2 4 feet. Climbing the oliffs, the troops moved
0 the main cross roads in the center of the peninsula, which was secured withe
out enemy contaot, Patrols were dispstoched to the south to contsoct elements
of the 2nd infantry Division.

Troop C prooceeded fram Eicherscheid dismoynted to the river and started
to make a orossing with the use of rbber boats. Becoming impatient with the
length of timo this was taking, Captain Rogers led his troop, wading across
the river. Encouniering no enemy they algo climbed the cliff and sssembled
in the center of Yha peninsula,

At about 1700, Corps dnginecrs had comstructed a vehioular bridge soross
Dam # and fillsd gseveral craters in the snake road climbing the hill side,
The movoment of the sjuadron's vehiolea 20ross was commenced shortly after
dark and by deylight the movement was campleted deapite irtense darkness,
rutted and narrow roads, and the oontinuous threat of heavily mined shoulders.
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March 34 On the night of 2.3 March Squadron Headjuarters moved ovar to
the peninsule and the rear schelon moved up to Rubrberg. Reconnsissance
troops swept the areas they had passed through in darkness and E and P Troops
moved aoross to aseembly areas on the peninsula, E Troop going immediately
into battery position. _ :

The miasion of cleaning the Kermster peningula had besen acoomplished.
Resistanos appeared only in the form of weather, terrain, abatls, and numor-

- ous mines, Again all members of the comwand wore impressed with the clever-

ness characterized in the oonceslment of the Slegfried pill boxes and forti-
fication, and the scops of obsorvation and field of fire afforded fram thess
positions. The yuestion was widely disoussed to how such defenses, if prop-
arly mannad and supported, could ever be taken. :

Back in February the Znd Ranger Battalion had been attached to the
Oroup and three caapanies had trained to teem with the 38th Squadron. Now
oams the opportunity to wed these troops with the sjuadron, so, on the sven
ing of 3 March, Campanies i, B, and C were attached to Troops 4, C, and B ro-
spectiwely and, fram the Kermeter Peninsula all the way to the Ahr Rivew,
these Ranger companies acoompanied the Cavalry troops, riding in wehicles and
deploying in each instance of battle.

At the neck of the peninsula, scre delaying resistance was encountersd.
The bulk of this was borme by thes Ranger Eattalion, at this time fighting as
a single unit. Their right flank wag secure sgainst friendly positions aoro se
the Roer River bui between thair left flank and the 2nd Infantry Division
there was a gap of about two nmiles. B Troop was given the mission of protects
ing this flank and spent the duy aotively engnged, with the aid of an attached
platoon of engineers %o assist in the removal of abatia end mines.

Meanwhile the III Corps to the Sjuadron's north wau moving enst, snd the
Sjuadron received the mission of keeping contact with them and protecting their
right flanke.

4 lMarch; By early morning tho extensively mined abatis just west of F.
Hariawald wes cleared amnd B Troop took off for Hergarten., Procesding through
leimbach, Lt Yont:, with a amall reconnaissance party, reported his position
at Vliatten as of 0916A. No opposition was met until the point arprived at the
far (southern) edgé of Hergarten, Where the Germans wers waiting on the high
ground, well dugein, and supportsd by machine gun, mortar, light artillery,
and geveral selfepropelled snti-tank weapcns. The second platoon was caught

in an artillory barrage and lost Lt Smith, 5/Sgt 7hittard, and Sgt Phipps;
leaving the platoon in charge of Sgt Oxenham, who took ovor and did an adnmire
able job of carrying the platoon to the fulfillment of ita niission. Neanwhile
the third platoon was brought up through the town with an artillery forsard
cbserver and the sttached Rangers. The ridge line botween Haergarten and Dutte
ling. This they accomplished without loss, taking four prisomors ani knocke
ing out two machine gun positions by tank action.

Troop A arrived at Hergartan in the early afterncon in the midst of this

_action and moved into defunsive positions on high ground on the left (Noth)

flank of B Troop. After tho action died domm, they sent a putrol to Berg, e
town about 2 4 miles distant. The patrol returnmed st 2400A reporting the town
degerted bty the enemy.
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Troop C arrived at Hergarten at 1400A, set up a command post in tomm.
The first platoon was dispatched to the town of Duttling, a mile to the
south~-sast, to secure and outpost the tom. Shortly after occupying the
tom althout resistance, the platoon cbgerved a small group of enemy, nho
had been in hiding, attempting to escape. Fire on this group injured one and
the remainder succeeded in escaping. Shortly aftérwards, an onemy patrol
approached the village fram the southeenast. Sergeant VecTague allowed the
pajrol to canie withia olose range before opening fire, and was successful in
killing two, wounding ome and taking two prisomers. The plectoon was subjeocted
to heavy mortar firo and suffered two cunsualties but managed to spot the enemy
observer, bringing artillery on him, ani thus causing the cessation of mortar
fire.

Troop E moved iate battery positlion in the vicinity of Viatten during (
the afternoon and fired ome supporting mission. .

Canpany F, moving up in support, moved into a field at the Vliatten CR
in the early afternoon. The sixth tank into the field hit a Psller mine,
Lt Noak was throm out of the tank by the explosion, receiving light ine
jurics. He was evacuated, but returned to duty in a week. The tank hull was
so damaged that ordnance had to salvage the tnnk

Squadron Headquarters, on the roed all day closely following the recone
neissance Troops, was held up just short of Hergarten by a conoontration of -
enamy artillery falling betwesn them and the towm and moved in when this
lifted at about 1600A.

Duttling was ths objective of the 9th Infantry Regiment. At about 2020A
the lst Battalion of this regiment walked into ths town and "C" ‘rroop handod
1t ml’ to tm‘o 7’

b Maroh; The sjuadrom comtinued o2 its mission of keeping contact with
the T8tH Division on the north and protscting the left flank of V Corps.
Momontum was gathered which incresased the confusioh of the epemy withdrawal
and rosulted in the ultimate capture of numerous prisoners and extensive
squipmont during the ocourse of tho next fow days. .

Troop A moved out at 1030A, proosedad to Floisdorf, without incident
at 1130A and moved northeeast three miles to Schwerfen. 4t 1600A the troop
moved east sauws four miles to the Oborgatien, Firmenich, Satsvey area, In
Obergatien the third platoon contacted alements of the 78th Recomneiss:unce
Troop, who entered the tom fran the north simultaneously with the platoon
entry frar the south, Firmenich was entered without resistance as wes
Sativey also, the enemy having withdrswn after demolighing the btridge at the
southeast odge of the latter town,

Prossing on, the first platoon was dispatched to the southeast to
Lessenich which they ocoupied and outpested without inoident, At 2330A the
third platoon moved through lessenich and ocoupied Antweller, two miles to
the southeast, Other than sporedic, light ememy artillery fire, no resis-
tance w8 met during the day and eleven eneny prisonors weras taken.

Troop B moved out passing through the 78th Division Zone to the Schworfen
from the north, They turned south to Geha where they enterod the town under
 light enemy mortsr =nd artillery fire, roached the south end, and surprised
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100 odd enemy thp were laying mines along the main east-wost highway 800

- yards south of Gehn. Artillery was brought to bear on this group, resulting

in 30 cbserved casualties and disperaal of the remainder, :

Troop C followed in reserve moving to Berg at 1400A amd at 23004 to
Firmenich,

The days action netted the sjuad:on 53 prisoners, 30 mom enemy casuals
ties, a trailer load of ammmition and an armunition dump of 900 150MM shells.

8 March; At 0130A, Troop "B" mored fror Schwerfen to 3atzney to relieve
units of the 78th Division reported to be holding the high ground south-east
of the town, Arriving at this point, the troop found that not only were thers
no friendly troops in the area, but the treedway bridge acrass the river south
of the town was lmocked out of position rendering it useless for the pasisge
of vehicles. Dismounted parties wore immediately dispatched to wade the river

- and occupy and prepare to defend the high ground on ths cthor side. Licanwhile,

using their reconnaisssncs tanks and working in complete darkness, B T™roop
undertook to repair the bridge by pulling the displaced section back into
position. After two hours tho bridge was in usable conditian ani the troop
vehicles moved across into position. They remained here for the balance of
the dﬂyo

Troop A ocoupied Antweiler during ths morning and in the afternoon moved
eagtrard to Arloff and Iversheir. Opposition was net in Iversheim and as a
result of 3 light fire fight aix onomy oasualties were counted, and two
priscnars taken.

In this action which took place as darkness was falling, S/Sgt Nsldrett
led a four man patrol into Iversheim to recomnoiter the town. As the patrol
approached the tom two groups of epeny were ssen, but due to the poor light
it was impossible to estimate thsir number, J/Sgt Naldrett decided to fesl:
out thoir strength by engaging ther in a fire fight. Deploying his small
force, he adwvanced on these ensmy groups with marching fire. The effect of
this attack was to kill four and #ound two of the exwnmy. The remainder dise- .
porsed. Sending a messepger back with the information he had so far, s/set
Haldrett advanced with his now three man patrol through enewy mortar fire ine
to the xige of the town whero he was [ired om by two enemy machine gun positiona,
$ith this information he returnsd to hils platoon leader who softaped the
machine gun positions with mortar fire and attacked the towm with the vhole
platﬂm.

In order to pin point this mortar fire on the enemv positions, 3/Sgt
Naldrott want back to the tomn and, a3lecting a houss atween the two oremy
machine guns, sot it on fire with an lnoendiary gremade. After the mortar
barrage, the platoon moved into town and found it clear. About an hour
later olemsnts of ths 2nd Resonnaissaance Woop rolled into town, 2nd departed
ghortly afterwards. Ivershiem, the 20d Divisionw odbjsctive for the day, was
secured and ready to be handed over to them but no troops arrived to occoupy
the tom until the following day. ,

YJuring the afternoon Tx"oo;; C movad to Arloff and relieved elements of
Troop A. '

%
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Squadron Heudjuurters moved Lorwvard to xrcuzwei.ngaéun and the rear echoe
lon displaced to Sohwerfon. .

The Squsdron tock 34 prisoners during the day.

7 ¥Maroh; At 070001 Karch 1945, Lt Col O'Brien, Squadron Commander, isaued
the following Field Crder. .

ro#e
Maps: GSGS 4507, 1/60,000, Sheets 40 and 60. (Overlay attached)

1. a. Enemy information: The ensmy is continuing his withdrawl movement to
the East. He is leaving small delaying foroes bshind as he moves. Thess forces
ars wiformed and have only normal infantry support mssns. Artillery has been
noneexistant in the past two days. He does have somo mortar. As he moved to
Baat 3% A& felving soldiers bshind dressed in oivillan clothes, 3ome troops
are deserting the ranks under the cover of the haaty movemsnt to the East and ,
-are changing into oivilian olothes to prevent capture. Both of these types are i
dungerous to our troops aud will ast on any information they are able to obtain. ‘
1;;&;3'8 minefield reported at Ry 409215, Both AT and AP, An AT mine field at

7208,

bs The 78th Division an our right advances in tme to take objective
showm on overlay. The 2nd Inf Div advances in zme on left. The 102nd Cav Gp
proteots the right flank of 78th Inf Div in iane shown on overlay., 102nd Cav
Ron 33 advanoss at dewn T March on route shown to relieve elemonts of 78th Inf
Div in SCHEUREN and exeoutes reconnaissance to the E, SE and S from that town,
102d Oav 83 also advences to CR at 920306 at dewm 7 ¥arch., 3quadron also cone
tacts Troop B, 38th Cav 8q at oontaot points’ indicated on rejuest of this head-
Juartere. _
2, 38th Cav Sq snd Co A, B and ¢ 2d Renger Bn (atohd) protects right flank 78th
Div by advancing in Group sane and by relieving elemsnts of 78th Div on right
of 78th Div :owme,.

3. a. Troop A {(atchi Co A, 2nd Ranger Bn and ome plat Co F, 38th Cav 83) move
on route shows to QUICKINBERG (488219) early 7 March om 89 order. Reconnoiter
to JUECKLNBRRG at first light 7 Merch, Follow battaliom 309th Inf Regt and re-
lisve that battalion on smucoessive berrsin features as it advances. Recomnolter
to South into Group toms immediately behind right battalion 309th Inf. Send

In O %o H3 30Dth Inf Regt at Plamerscheim or Schwiheim. To repart locations
and intentiong of all battalions of that regiment,

8. Troop ¢ follow Troop B 102d Cav S3 on route shown to Soheuren (410180).
Pass through that Troop on §q order to loros reconnaissance to SE in Group Zone.
Crosa phage line 5 and 6 on Sg ordor only.

atohd: ,
CO B, 2nd Ranger Bn.
one plat, Co B 112th Enge Bn.
one plat, Co B, 612th TD Bn.
one plat, Co P, 38th Cav Ron Si.

6
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o, Troop B (atohd to Co C 2nd Ranger Bn) is relieved from prosent":miuion
and will follow Troop C closely prepared to support that Troop. Protect Troop
¢ right flank to contact point with 102d Cav Ron Sq.

d. Co F {atohd Co B 812th TD Bn (two Plats)) follow Troop B closely pre=
pared to support Troop B or Trocp C.

e, Troop E rollow Co P prepared to support any element of 89 in Growp
zone only. Keep one platoon in battery at all timss.

f. 8g HQ follows CO.Fo

X, Temporary Corps boundary is in effest,

y. VMaximum uge will be made of bazcokas for anti-tank defense.

z- Troop messengers raport to Sq Ci at 071800A Maroh with bedding rolls.
4., 3SOP.
5. 8SOP.

The Sjuadron started out on the new mission with Troop ¢ in the lead and
headed for the Ahr River. Ileaving Arloff with the 2nd Platoon Lt. 'Wilkerson
procesded wmeventfully to the south and east until he arrived at Obsr Erelingen.
Upon entering this amall village, a ooupie of hap hazard gshots were received
fram the windows of buildings occupied by an undetermined number of enewy. Lt
Wilkerson, #ho judged this to be a servicve unit retreating to the Rhine and
not too full of fight, called to them through an interpreter to ocome ocut of the
houses and surrender. The reply to this offer was several more rifle shots from

- the housss but after a few rounds of 37m: had been fired inte the nearest houses
resistance onded and the platoon shook dumm the village, netting same fifty
prisoners.

At this point Lt furmer oame up with the third platoon and a platoon of
F Company tanks, on his way through to Kreutberg snd Altenahr. Meeting the
first platoon and amnexing it to his tasi: force, Lt Fermer started thum out
in the lead, following with his original force. The #econd platoon remained
to clean ocut the towmn and evacuate their prisomers.

The foroe proceeded domn the road, :mking lateral rsconnailssance of all
side roads without incident until they approached the railroed tracks et
Krouzberg (4531323). Here a column of ensmy was proceeding dewn the road. Fire
was brought upon them, and Lt Farmer cam: to the head of his column to direot
the action. The first platoon w#as left at the road junotion to prevent ememy
eloments from coming up the Ahr River road behind the foroe &nd the remainder
rolled om to Kresusberg.

As he approached the first river orossing at the edge o' Kreuzberg, Lt
Farmer halted the car and prooceeded alona to reconmoiter the bridge, Determ-
ining the bridge to be safe for orossing he motione¢d the colum to move for-
ward behind hin. Moving into the tomn hs surprised three enemy soldiers and
foroed them to surrender before they could apread the alarm. Preszsing on im-
mediatsly to exploit the advantage of surprise he had gained, Lt Farmer mounted
his armored car and drove on through the tom to the second crossing. As he

6
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neared this bridge, he observed between 200 and 260 enemy soldiars making their
#ay across the railroad bridge just to the left of the bridge, The Germans

were apparently unawere of his approach and Lt Farmer sped forvard in an attempt
to cut off the head of the enemy group at the far end of the bridge. As the
eneny observed his advance he fired a burst with his .50 oalibre wachine gun

and shouted for them to surruender, The jormens answsered thig with rifle fire
and sought cover behind the railroad smbankment, Unwilling to lose contact \
with this force, Lt Farmer dismounted and armed with his csrbine ren aver to

the railroad embankment about 100 yards away. Here he emaocuntered four enemy
and after an exchange of shots took one prisoner. He took his prisomer back

to the armorsd oar and returned alone again to the railroad embankment Just in
time to catoh 16 Gormens rumning toward a cave entranoe in the side of a hill

a short distencs to the front. He chasedi after thom, firing on the run and

~ oalling to ther to hult, Before his detornined charge they threw domn their
guns and surrendered.

Lt. Farmer then herded this group ovr to the oave, and found other enemy
soldiers inside, Covering the entrance +ith hia oarbine, he foroed them to
com® out ons at a time and throw dowm th:ir weapons, hen the colurn ocame
around the bend they were amated to see Lt Farmer standing at the cawe entrance
with 150 prisogers. '

Isaving the third platoon and a seotion of tanks to secure thuse bridges
and guard the prisoners, Lt Farmer sent the second platoon on zhead towards
Altenahr, placing his om armored oar beaind the first section; but after only
a short spell of this he decided that ths poiut was moving too slow and moved
his armored car into ths lead position. '

Lt Farmer procesded on to Altemahr. Approaching the town, a small foroce
of enany was angaged. Thoy were looated an top of a cliff, rising some thirty
feet above the road and blocking the oml routs leading into the tom. This
enamy foroe consisted of appresimately a platoon of men armed with machine
gun, machine pistols, riflos, grenades aud panzerfausts. They wers 'canmanded
by a German major. As the onemy opened lire on Lt Farmer's car with machine
guns and panzerfaust, Tec § Cantrell skillfully maneuwered the armored car out
of the path of the paazerfaust projectilos and st the same time oponed fire on
riflemsn on the oliff with his pistols "hs oar was saved from receiving a
direct hit by the driver's quick thinkin; and immediately Tt Parmer, in the
turret, opened fire with the .50 ocalibre mchine gun, killing one Pantzerfaust .
man and pinning down the machine gun orew, killing or woumding four of the ene
emy. During this nction, the whole time of which the mrmored car was under
small arns and machine gun fire, the emer) thres in several barrages of mortar
fire. (ms of these rosulted in severing the radio antennse on the outside of
the car. Then this occurred, Lt Parmer ii1ft the protsotion of his oar ani,
exposed to the enamy fire ran to the armwed car in his rear to traismit e
message, #nile the radio operator Tec 4 I:davilte climbed on the outsids of the
vetdicle and under intense enamy fire, repiired the damage., ihile this was going
on Teo 5 Centrell and Tec § Mastriocovo ;:xnned the vehioular guns, keeping the
eremy position under steady fire. This f'croeo was shortly liguidated, but not
until Captain lewis of P ~ompany, who had come up to 39¢ how his tank platoon
#a3 making out, was killed in an sffort o oclear the snemy from the dominating
ground,
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Captain lewis had besn riding with the colwmn in his 1/4 ton vehicle and,
ourious as to the reason for the deley in advanos and aroused by the noise of
the fight, hed oowe up to the front o see if there was any manrer in which he
ocould deploy his tanks to sdvantage. Sesing that the terrain prohibited the
deploymont of tanks and that the botstleneck was qaused by this force of Gormans
on the oliff covering the road, he heaeded up the oliff to attempt to dislodpe
the enmy. LS Farssr issediately sent up Pfo Burks to assist him, At the
mament Pfc Burks was the only men available for dismounted work. Lt Farmer
sont word down the colusn for additional personnel, but these two dii not wait
for them to arvivw, lsanmiile Lt Parmur remained on his 50 calibre gun kespe
ing the onemy on the hill under fire, and called up the armored car behind
him to assist. This car cwws up and gumner Teo § Hornande:x joined in and dee
livered fire on the ensmy until he was killed in the turret a minute later,
Msreupon point bantanm driver, Teo 6 Sullivan, took over his position and come
tinued to give supporting fire.

Captain Lewis reached the top of ths oliff, firing as he advanced, and
ams soen to take ocvver, reload his kel riflu and move out toward an enemy
machine gun and basocka position scarosly 50 yards away, He was half-may to
the nsst when an explosive nissle, aimed directly af him, burst at his feet and
he fell to the ground. Ulater, when the cliff was secured, ho was found dead
in the spot he had fellen,

Ffo Rurks cauing up behind Captain Leris oarried om the fight single
handedly. :armed with a rifle and hund grenzdes, he wounded several enemy,
drove off at least tem more ani captured five. then his riflo jammed and he
had rum out of hand grenades, he drove off the remeinder sith his oclubbed
rifle. ifolding the hill by himself, peniing the arrival of the dismounted
party being formed by the seaond platoon, he remained on tho oliff until he
observed an enemy mbif-propelled gum slowly approaching dosn the main road
through Altenahr. He then desoended from the hill to give warning of thig new
threat to Lt Farmer who led one of the supporting tanks up into position to

eugage the ememy gunso

At this point, the dismounted purty having camo forward, Pfo Surks volune
tosred to ;uide thex up the cliff ani into the positions he had just finished
clearing of enemy. Sgt NoTague was in charge of the group and was taking up
£v0 machine guns and crews to mount in position on the hill top ani deliver
sovering fire into the ensny position in town as the rest of Lt Parmerts foroe
alvanced, After leading the party to the position om top of the hill, Burks
doclared that he imew the location of same enemy position M6 Rhe frowbosied; .
arming himeelf with sams rifle grenudes, he started crawling forward. “In s
far vonents, he began to firo, and as hs fired he moved forward trying for a
better positiomn. Sgt %oPague shoutsd at him, telling him not to go out so far
alone, but he evidently could not hear as he kept advancing. The entire party
wus reoeiving & heavy mortar barrage alang with small arms fire and the small
arns fire directed at PPo Burks was extremely heavy., He continued advancing
horever, and was Juite exposed each time he atopped to fire as he had to lean
over the rocky ledge he was orawling slong in order to aiw his pilece. Thile
taking one of these shots he was hit through the side of the neck by a2 rifle
bullet, rhich seriously wounded him. oz the top of the cliff an enemy selfw
propelled pun could bs seen approaching the soene, and m section of tanks was
c1lled up, from their position of rear guard to meet this threat, Sgt Lind-
juist came up with the tank sestion, rounded the turn, and came directly into
line of fire of the enamy self-propslled gun. He immediately backed to cover,
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threw in a smoke shell apainst the buiiding near the enery gun to blind i%,
then pulled formard and at peint blank range, eliminated the cnemy gun.

Lt FParmer realized that the cmnemy force was too large for him to assault
aith the forces he had nnd called for assistance. :thile awaiting the arrival
of Coxpuny B of the Rangers, who wWore to angvor this call, he maintained small
arms, machine gun, mortar, and tank gun Pire on the snemy. It was subs2juent-
ly discoversd that mortar shells made direct hits on two encmy solfenropelled
guns in Altenahr, setting them on fire.

7ith the arrival of ths Rangor Company the assault on the town was com-
menced. Supported by 5/sgt Lindjuist 7ith his tank section, the rangers und
dismounted ecavulryren moved down tio main street of town and cleaned the enemy
out, house by house. The forcs moved through the first part of the town as far
as the Altenahr Bridge, got c¢lements across, #ecuring the bridge intact, and
adaited first light to complets cleuring the town,

ihile this action was taking place up at the front of the colurm, Sgt
Sacha and his tank ssction, +hich had been left behind at Kreuzberg tc ruard
the bridges to the rear, was having a little action. After sn unewentful
#ait of two hours, Sgt Sacha aighted an enany column consisting of an Americen
motorcycle and 1/4 ton and a Germsn truck curing down the road tosard him.
Alloving this trio to advanoe «7ithin 50 yards in order to positively identify
them as enemy, Sgt Sacha fired his firs% round at the truck in the rear. This
proved to be loaded with ammunition and immediately expleded. Enemy in the
other vehicles irmedintely stopped :and dismounted with their hands in the air.
- Accepting their surreander, Sgt Sacha found that one of the passcngers in the
1/4 ton truck was a German officer, and the 1/4 ton itself sas one the Jermans
had captured from the 106th Infantry Division last December. ilso, 71 ferman
supply train was onscrved by Major Rousek crossing the rivor at a point about
2000 yards weat of nrcuzberg, in an attempt to flee to the south. Direct {ire
of the Syuadron's attached tink destroysr platoon was brought to bear on this
target by Major Rousek at a range of 1700 yards, from the high ground ahove
Krouzberg. This resulted in the total destruction of four motor trucks and
eleven horse drawn wohicles.

Msanvhlile B Troop, moving on the rorth flank, had occupied the towns of
Schewern and Hammerath. Lt Yonts, with the second platocn, encountered a force
of enemy on the march near Binganback, %ook them under fire, throving ther into
confusinn, and moved in to take 62 prisomere, and three horsge-dram wagons of
equipment. At the close of day the entire troop moved into Xreuzberg, and out-
posted the high ground to the south for the night.

Troop A hud assembled in Xirspenich in the =arly morning and moved along
on the Syuadron left flank, keeping contact with the 309th Infantry Regimont.
They passed through the towns of Juackenberg. Todenfeld and Hilberath without
incident and contacted enemy at Vischel. At this village, S/Sgt Tietjen with
the 3rd platoon engaged a small enemy force ‘tho wero in the process of cigging
in. The result of thie action was 13 ersmy kiiled and 9 priaonsrs taken,

The gecond platoon passed through Cilentorn and, south of the tovn, came upon
an enemy machine gun position where they killed 5 enemy and took two nrisoners.
In this action Private John H. Anderson «as responsible for the detection of
eneny outpost positions. A rember of the patrol led by Cpl Abrams, which
originally proceeded to this h':h zround, Pvt Anderson observed an emsmy oute
post of two men at the top of the hill, Halting the balance of the n»atrol he
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#¥orked his way around to the right flank of the ememy ani, gaining surprise,
#a3 ablo to captura both before they could give an alarm, The patrol them
circled the #ooded area sithout finding other enemy anu was about to returm . -
dhen they received fire killing one nvnber of the natrol. #*1le the balance
of the patrol went back for help, Pvt inderson remained in position and, by
the time help arrived, had located the exaot position of an enemy machine gun
and was able to pive them information lsading to the destruction of two onemy
- machine guns ani five persounel aithout a single casualty for his platoon.
After dark, elementy of the troop were semt to Mayschoss with the purpose of
diverting the snemy's full attention fram the battle ¢ Troop was waging at
Altenahr; but due to the diffiocultics of the terrain, they did not arrive une-
til light of the following morning.

8 March; Troop C cleared the remainder of Altenshr s taking over 100 prise
oners and Troop A moved into Mayschoss, also taking 60 prisoners. The balance
of the Squadron moved into Altenahr. A patrol fram Troop B was sent up the
river road and contected friendly units in force at Rad Neunenahr. The battle
for the Ahr River had been won, and the escaps route of the enemy to the Luden-
dorff bridge at Remegen had beon out.

A8 a result of the Sjuadron's activities ovor the past two day period, they
had taken 400 prisorers, killed more than 60 éneny soldiers, destroysd 26 wnarmed
" wehlocles, 2 Mark IV tanks, 1 towed and 2 self-propelled guns. They had secursd
three bridges, one vohicular tunnel and two rail road tumnels, intaot. An ine
ventory of the rolling stock, left abandoned in this vicinity revealed 150 cars
loaded with 2 76mm selfepropell guns, 14 car loadas of 76mm and morbtar asmmmie
tion; over 40 passgerger wehicles, over 20 trucks, 1 anti-aircraft gpun mounted
an truck chessis, 8 half-tracke, stores of wireless supplies, power televhones,
and related signal equipment.

9 parchy; All olements of ths 3juadron asssmbled in Altonahr, with the ox-
ccption of Troop A, which remained in Yayschoes. The arsa was puatrolled and
8 prisonsre were takun during the day, The Sjuadron rested und cleancd up, wel-
coming & day free of miuiomz. Local gecurity was kept posted in the arsa amd
the castured enemy ojuipmont in the area was invontoried. The bridzes and
tunnels Were guerded,

10=138 Linrch: ‘The Sguadron under secret orders moved a road distance of
406 niles to Larmoutier, France, 7here we temporarily were attached to VI Corps
of the 7th U. Se Arnyo

The first day of the narch 263 milez were covered and the 3juadron closed
at Yordun, France 2400A, bivouacing in woods six miles north-east of the cityo

The second day of march, covered 150 miles and the sjuadron closed at
Yarmoutisr at 1800A. Bach troop vas assignec a nei hboring village for billste
inz purpeses as followa:

Troop A=<Zohnaolker Troop EeesAllenwiller
Troop Be=Kleingoeft Conpany F-=Reuterbourg
Troop Cee-Xnoersheim 59 Hq and H3 Troop--Marmoutier

This march was purked by the first taste of heavy road dust since Ncrmendy.
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16-18 Jarch: Squadron remained in the ilarmoutier area. Performing
#eapon, vehicle, and radio mmintenance, and psrsonal hygiene. VI Corps Ordne
ance toams mads vehicle teats and small arms checks. The VI Corps C43 officer
stada spot checks of gas masks and all troops passsd through the gas charber,
The reconneissance troops trained intensively in the use of the new knes type
60mm mortar, All gumers signifisd absolute approval of this new weapom.

Roada and bridges between the sjuadron aerea and the front line were recon-
noitered with a view of probable use and the sjuadron remained in VI Corps re-
serve.

19 farch; Sguadron remained in Corps ragerve and moved to new agsambly
area Weldorbronn, Overbron, Reichshoffen; A Troop in Reichshoffen; R, C, and
H1 Trps in Weiderbronn; E Troop axd F Campany in Overbron. Sq Hq on road bes
twesn Weiderbronn and Reichshoffen., =ntire sjuadron closed at 1918004, '

20 Marchs Trocps B and C had been billeted in a five story hotel in
Neiderbronn. At 1345A an explosion occurred which blew off one entirs end of
the building. It is beliewed that this was causcd by a cleverly concesled
time chargo placed several duys previously by the retreasting Cormens. The
provious afternoon the railroad station in the sare toin of leiderbronn had
blowm up w#ithout apparent cause, so delayed churges were anticipated to be
found olsevhere in town. Bufore moving into the hotel the troove had insti-
tuted u thorough search and found-nothing to indicate the building was mined.
In addition it had boen used by an ‘merican clearing station for two -lays be-
fors our troops! occupaney. A quick check of the troops' personnel rsvealsd
that there were soms twenty five ren trapped under the debris, snd work wss
exunencsd irmediately to dig them out. In the sourse of one hour all dut
soven had been removed, given firsi aid on the spot and vwvacuated For further
medical traatment. Aid man Pfc Rotolo heard a faint ory from beneath 4 pile
of rubble three stories high and after two more hours of digging Pf¢c Hiney
#a3 located buneath u two ton slab of soncrete, held clear of his hady onl— by
the frail support, of broken furniture and rubble. This work was -icoomplished
under extromely hazardous conditions, && the debris wmas piled in such » manner
that thers wus constant danger of its shifting and collanging upon the rescue
vorkers. It took #ix 1iore hours of uork under thsse conditions to free Pfo
Haney, with Lajor Rousek, aad Pfo Rotolo wurking in shifts with hammer and
chissl in such a oraived spacs that oniy one mun at a time, by lying flat on
his stomach and wriggling into the opening, could manage to work at the tasko
In the midst of this ansther wing of the building orumpled and critically
dizturbsd the oxisting p%le of rubblsz. On t¥o occasions, the work relaxed long
enough for Captain Canter to cdv’=istar rlee—~ (g ™fr Hewaw 3t 21004 the oone
orete had been chisled away cnough to rumove Pfc Haney and Captein Csnter applied
splints to his leg and arm before carrying him out of the crevice and dom the
perilous descent of the unsteady mass of debris.

Kxcavation work was continued and on March 30th there wero still t.o
bodies missing. The results of this tra_ic explosion were tabulsted as 16 WIA,
6 KIA, and 2 MIA.

2123 march; These three days sere spent in the sname location, Troops

o and B apending both days in re-sjuipping and supplying to repair the losses
sustained in the explosion.
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A Tungs was 1iald out and the kno: Liortar .as fired by the reconnaissance
troops with excellent results. Officers snd commmication peraomnel of the
. 83sadron received instruction in the use of the VY Corps cods, All members of
tha sjuadron particinated in orientation discussions, and the map progress of
owr armios wus closoiy follosed. 1 sjueiron traffic contral pazt wasg manned
an the isiderbronneeichshoffen road. "

One platoon of 4 Trocp was sent to investigatle a reportad enamy VIIF stution
at 077439, locnted soveral mines behind forward elemcuts of the Corpe at the
tima. Upon arriving st the location, Lt Dickson found this station, one opere
~ated by an american Tank Destroysr Rattslion. '

2% Yorch: The 5juadron ressived its Pirst mission from VI 2orpbq It was
glven"TT"'EHak of gunrding the Jermap~Prench bordsr in the Corps area. The
rgconneissance troops svnt out tho guarce details in the early morning and all
posts wers manned and leteral contact esbablished with the 117ih Cavnlry Rec oh=
naissances Squadron on our loft and the Srd Division Iafsntrie algferian on our
risht by 11454,

At 133CA the squadron left its locebion in the Reichshoffen ares nnd closed
in ilsssmbourg 1630A. 3Syuedron Hemdjuarters und Headguarier: Troon sct up on
the south~vestern outiskirt of 'isaembourr Troop B on the north side of town;
Troops A nnd C in Climbach; and Troop E E ind P Coxpuny near Riedseltz.

<nile a0 road blook at the road crossing the bordor at 008507 was being
remsvel by Troop C, & booby trapped chargs #us set of”, ~Jounding five wen.

vuring the dey four civilians were nicked up, endeavoring to crois the
border. fYhese dere turnsd over to the IIC for investigation. 1

25 Varch: The Sguadron continucd to gusrd the bo-lor botween France and
Gorzony onr tas right half of the VI Corps zore. New posts wers et up aind E
Troop end P Zompany took over the right seetor of the Sinadron z2mme. < Troop
rommand post woved to Jindhof; P Capany sob up in Altenstodt,

The various posts ?icked up 2 total of thirteen civilians sttempling teo
crass the border snd turped shese over to VI Corpe 0IC for investigation.

: 26~28 Varchy; The Sjuadron continuedl in position along the barder miking
Calight sWxtuFas of pcsitions, reorgeniziag, snd takinb over additional avea to
the wost.

28 Marchy The sjuadron v¥ag relievel of its mission with the VI Corps and
lerted Eo move north back to the Pirst irmy snd ¥ Gorps. The movs -ik3 Comm
monced at noon aad 21l units maréhed 150 miles to ltaing France hare they
blvaaacad for the night.

30 ¥arch: The fjuasdron proceeded oan their march, moved 195 miles and
serived a2t Zulpich, Sormany s 1800A. : :

31 ¥arch; 'The Sjuadron moved 124 rood miles east from Zulpich ard closed
at Nwouleron, Germeuy st 16004 with all wshicles in running order. At 20004 A,
By and C Cor panies of the 2nd uwmger lattalion were attached to the 5Sjuadron,
and the Squadron prepared to iove to the north. ‘
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During the mwonth the following men returned to duty with the Sjuadron:

Tec & Robert ¥, Howe, Troop A

Pvt Jumes D. Cooksey, Troop B

Pvt Rennie Cole, Troop C

Tec 5 Anthony R. Schialdone, Troop C
Tec 4 Glenn F. lorgan, My Troop
Tec 8 Ving 0. Nuey, H3 Troop

2nd Lt £ldon A. lMoak, Campany F
Sgt lesslie 0. Hobson, Troop E

Pfe i5li Goldstein, Company F

Pfc John E. Comner, Company F

Pfc Frank A. Madeo, Troop B

Pvt Alan N, Freeman, Troop A

Cpl Sum S. Dotson, Troop C

2nd Lt Mariom F. .inderson, Troop C

tn the 18th of MWarch st ¥noersheim, Franoce, Colomel Nolph, Commanding
0fficer of the 1023nd Cawalry Group, prescnted the Pollowing awards to rembers
of the 3juadron: ’

8ilver 3tar

S/Sgt Raymond is. l’ac Donald, Troop B

Bronze Star

Captain slmer L. Rogers, Troop C
lst Lt Joseph O. liciloon, Troop C
Pvt Rennie Cole, Truop €

Cortificate of awerit

Tec 3 Harold D. Simonson, ied Det.

The highlighta of lMarch were the successful operations {rom the Roor to
the ihr in the early month, the return to V Corpas, and the success of new
tactical methods, namely the teameup with the Rangera and the emplovment of
the light tunk MBAl in the recomnaissancc troops..

The troops performed splendidly in “he Roer-Ahr pursuit offensive., The
training in February togethsr with the expsrience gained in open warfare last
Septermbor paid off handsarely. The troopers found themsolves to be weterans
without having realizcd the fact., NMigtakzes and malfunctions which used to
plague us in Septenber were behind us, and the action took on the character
of a mell coordinated und finely trained team. This success is attributed to
tho exceptional ability anu fighting spirit of the Rangers, as well as to the
finc porformance of the cavalry troops.

The intense pride of the sjuadron In being vV Corps troops munifestod ite
self in the unconcealed und universally expresscd delight of all ranks “hen
orders came to return to V Corps, after s t7o weoks® tour of duty with Seventh
Army. The S3quadron sincorely hopes that our fortunes will almays be those of -
¥ Corps.
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The tean-up with the Rangers prowd to be a natural, The rsconnaissance
troops gave to the Rangers the fire powsr and mobility thoy need, and the
Rangers gave the sjuadrom the fighting nunbers it needs.

The reconxaissance tanks proved thenselves ontiahc%ory in evary way,
All officors of the recommaissanos troops expressed their satisfaction with
the reconnaissense tanics. 3studies are now being mude to determine axactly
ho¥ many mare to requeat of the First Army Srmored Offiosr.
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